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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To divide the peak of a discharge current to emit the light 
into plural parts by dividing a surface discharge electrode into plural 
parts in its lengthwise direction, and forming a bus electrode as an 
electrode distant from a surface discharge gap between the divided 
electrodes. 

CONSTITUTION: Both a scanning electrode 2 and a maintaining 
electrode 3 are divided into two parts in parallel in the lengthwise 
direction of the electrodes, and the divided two electrodes are 
connected to each other by a connecting part 4. Opening parts 5 are 
respectively formed in the scanning electrode 2 and the maintaining 
electrode 3, and the connecting part 4 is formed so as to overlap with 
part respectively orthogonal to the scanning electrode 2 and the 
maintaining electrode 3 on a partition wall 1 to demarcate a discharge 
cell. In that case, the connecting part 4 is formed so as not to project 
from the partition wall 1, and both the scanning electrode 2 and the 
maintaining electrode 3 are constituted as two electrodes completely 
separated in the discharge cell. A bus electrode is arranged in parallel to 
the scanning electrode 2 and the maintaining electrode 3 on a surface 
discharge electrode of not a surface discharge electrode opposed to a 

surface discharge gap 6 among the divided scanning electrode 2 and maintaining electrode 3. 
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